
Fall Semester Review & Welcome Spring
2026!
Fall 2025 brought with it all the energy and excitement of a new academic
year. Our theatres, studios, and classrooms buzzed as our students, faculty,
and staff dove back into the work of creating, learning, and performing
together.

In addition to welcoming our new students, faculty, and staff to the
department, this semester brought plenty of opportunities to connect—
mainstage and development productions, guest artists, workshops, and social
gatherings that helped us grow and celebrate the many ways theatre brings
people together.

The holiday season is always a time of gratitude, reflection, and celebration.
As we look back over the past months in that spirit, we also enter the new
year looking forward to our Spring semester,  with great anticipation for all
that we will discover and create together. Thank you for being part of our
community—whether on stage, behind the scenes, or in the audience. Here’s
to a vibrant and inspiring spring!

With warm regards,

R. Lee Kennedy
Chair, UVA Department of Drama
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Naomi Diener (dance) — to procure
filmmaking equipment in support of their
development as a screendance maker.

Gwyneth Fahy (drama) — to attend local and
national training programs advancing their
musical theatre training in vocals and dance.

Carson Harter (drama) — to attend a
conservatory program in New York, advancing
their professional performance training and
networking opportunities.

Kate Hovey (drama) — to travel with a fellow
scholar to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in
Scotland during the month of August.

Alicia Kesting-Kim (dance) — for a study
abroad experience in Copenhagen, Denmark,
expanding their skills and knowledge base in
dance styles, cultural components of
practice, and dance filmmaking.

Abby Milne (drama) — to travel with a fellow
scholar to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in
Scotland during the month of August.

Elizabeth Moore (dance) — to bring in a guest
choreographer who will work with them to
create a solo performance piece during their
fourth year of study.

Georgina Stewart (drama) — to participate in
a prestigious summer intensive program to
advance their skills in script analysis,
character development, and movement.

Xander Tilock (drama) — to acquire rights
and support technical needs to direct and
produce a musical on Grounds in the 2025-
2026 academic year.

Naomi Diener

Carson Harter

Alicia Kesting-Kim

Elizabeth Moore

Xander Tilock

Gwyneth Fahy

Kate Hovey

Abby Milne

Georgina Stewart
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Marcy Linton M. Jordan Love Bonnie M. Hagerman
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This past summer, UVA Drama students and faculty brought their
expertise to the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, the world's largest
performing arts festival! 

As members of the Fringe Tech Team for WorldStrides' American High
School Theatre Festival and International Collegiate Theatre Festival,
UVA affiliates supported dozens of student productions from across
the U.S.

Organized annually by Charlottesville’s Live Arts and led by Program
Director 
Ray Nedzel, this year’s team featured several UVA Drama community
members: Associate Professor Marianne Kubik; students Chase
Carson, Will Conrad, and Oliver Helzer; and UVA alums Sarah Cain
and Mix Rudolph.

As WorldStrides marked 30 years of student theatre at the Fringe,
this summer’s opening week welcomed over 500 young artists and 41
productions across six venues. Beginning in spring, the Tech Team
prepared faculty directors for the festival’s fast-paced load-in and
performance schedule. Onsite in Edinburgh, they turned raw spaces
into working theatres and supported each production through
technical rehearsals and performances – sharing their creative know-
how to help hundreds of young artists shine on an international
stage.

Back row: Etta Feigert, Chase Carson, Ray Nedzel,
Jane Jones, Adam “J.R.” Stoffel, Kathleen Mueller,
Marianne Kubik, Mark Silence. Front row: Carter
Walker, Lita Flowers, Mix Rudolph, Sarah Cain,
Christina Dragen-Dima, Emily Weldon, Oliver Helzer,
Will Conrad.

Assistant Professor of Scenic Design Yi-Hsuan (Ant) Ma collaborated with a group
of fellow Taiwanese faculty members and the Taiwanese Student Association to
host a screening of Invisible Nation on December 6th in the Culbreth
Theatre. Thorough, incisive, and bristling with tension, Invisible Nation is a living
account of Taiwan's first female president, Tsai Ing-wen, as she navigates a tightrope
walk to balances the hopes and dreams of her nation between the colossal
geopolitical forces of the U.S. and China. 

Attendees were also invited to join a talkback after the screening with
Producers, Director Vanessa Hope, and Syaru Shirley Lin, Chair of the Center for
Asia-Pacific Resilience and Innovation. This film is a powerful and timely
exploration of Taiwan’s democracy, resilience, and identity, and we believe it will
generate meaningful dialogue among students, faculty, and the broader
Charlottesville community.

Read more about Invisible Nation and view the trailer.

Students in Associate Professor Caitlin McLeod's fall course, Producing
Theatre, put on a performance of Where Words Once Were, by Finegan
Kruckemeyer.

Selected, envisioned, and crafted by this class of 17 students, the collaborative
selection process included a review of 20+ pieces. The students held auditions,
designed, budgeted, planned and produced the play, with the support of a
Thrive Grant co-funded by the Office of the Provost and the Center for Teaching
Excellence. 

The performance enjoyed a full house in the Helms Theatre on December 10th!

Members of the Fall 2025 class: 
Remi Bacardi, Sofia Dokianos, Ava-Luna Duha, Kelly Dunne, Rong He, Hana
Kewaisy, Daniel Kilmartin, Jessica Kim, Jolie Ng, Jenny Nguyen, Ada O'Shea-
Yeomans, Jackson Sample, Joseph Sciortino, Julia Shuttleworth, Lily Spann,
Georgina Stewart, Xander Tilock

Senior Lecturer in Drama Tovah Close received a course enrichment grant from
the UVA Library to pilot a class project in VOICE FOR THEATRE, an upper-level
performance course focused on developing healthy vocal techniques, mind-body-
breath connection, and dynamic spoken performance skills. 

This semester, the course will culminate in students creating and publishing
research zines on special topics of interest in voice and speech. Topics students
might consider include vocal health, Shakespeare performance, musical theatre,
and public speaking, among others. The zines will be shared online at the end of
the semester in an Open Pedagogy Resource fostering student agency, collaboration,
and accessibility.

This project dovetails with a year-long library initiative called "Zines Now" and is
being undertaken in collaboration with Librarians Amy Hunsaker, Haley Gillilan, and
Bethany Mickel.
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Ezra Rose Arscott joins our faculty this fall as a Lecturer in Drama! Ezra is a
writer, director, and storyteller with a gift for bringing bold, heartfelt, and often
hilarious queer stories to the screen.

A native of Norfolk, England, Ezra first stepped into entertainment as a child actor
(usually playing a very disgruntled kid!) before moving behind the camera. Between
2018 and 2023, they worked with MasterClass.com as a producer and director,
proudly contributing to classes with individuals including Roxane Gay, Robin Roberts
and Madhur Jaffrey. 

Right now, Ezra is developing their first narrative feature, HOW LONG DO I HAVE YOU
FOR?, and the documentary PAPER TIES, supported by the 2024 LEF Fund Early
Development Grant.

Visit Ezra's Faculty Page

Welcome AB Brown, Associate Professor of Performance and Performance
Studies! AB is an artist, writer, and educator whose work invites audiences to see
the world in new ways. AB creates interactive performances that dig into the hidden
stories of places, communities, and even plants, helping us think about how history
shapes our present.

AB is currently developing two exciting projects: a haunted botany, which uncovers
the colonial histories of familiar plants, and The Garden of Trans Care, a celebration
of how queer and trans connections to the natural world can inspire more just and
compassionate futures. Their work has been recognized with national awards and
grants, including support from the Mellon Foundation, the MAP Fund, and the
Foundation for Contemporary Art. 

Visit AB's Faculty Page

Alexandra Déglise will join the Department of Drama as a Lecturer in spring
2026! 

A UVA alum, Alexandra is a Martinican-American actor, playwright, stage director,
and singer whose work bridges the Caribbean, the U.S., and beyond. She is an
award-winning playwright whose internationally acclaimed work has been
performed across Europe, North America, and the Caribbean and the founder and
artistic director of DALA CompaNY, a Martinique-based theatre company.

During her time on Grounds in the spring, Alexandra will also work with
collaborator Maher Beauroy to continue developing Havivra, a musical theatre
tale inspired by a survivor of the 1902 Mount Pelée eruption that explores the roots
of Martinican music, jazz, and the literary movement of Negritude.

Visit Alexandra's Faculty Page

Clare Kelly joined our staff over the past summer as Props Supervisor and
Artisan! 
Originally from Mississippi, near Memphis, Clare discovered her passion for scenic
and prop work while earning her BA in Vocal and Theatre Performance. Since 2019,
she has worked as an Assistant Stage Manager, Prop Master, Scenic Designer, and led
scenic painting projects throughout Memphis — including at Opera Memphis and the
University of Memphis Department of Theatre and Dance.

Clare has also worked with Tennessee Shakespeare Company, Charlottesville Opera,
and spent several seasons with Utah Festival Opera and Musical Theatre. Clare holds
an MFA in Scenic Design and Technology from the University of Memphis.

Visit Clare's Staff Page

The Drama Department welcomed Shawn Tucker to our staff at the end of the
spring semester as our new Director of Production! 

Originally from Montana, Shawn did run away with the circus and spent fourteen
years touring the world with Cirque du Soleil and Feld Entertainment prior to
settling in Virginia. She served as the Production Manager at the Forbes Center for
the Performing Arts at James Madison University before joining the team at UVA. 

Shawn received her BA in Theatre from Montana State University.

Visit Shawn's Staff Page
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Last May, Rising Scholar Dr. Yunina Barbour-Payne
performed in the regional premiere of Fat Ham
by James Ijames at Austin Playhouse. 

This Pulitzer Prize-winning new play offering a
modern take on Hamlet is set at the family
cookout, and is noted as a “hilarious yet profound
tragedy smothered in comedy” (The New York
Times) that examines love, loss, and a particular
set of daddy issues. (Read the full Broadwayworld
review here)

Reflecting on the experience, Barbour-Payne said "I
had the pleasure of performing in the production,
playing the role of Tedra in this bold and funny
reimagining of Hamlet. It was an incredible
experience bringing this powerful story to life with
such a talented and generous creative team."

photos by Steve Rogers

Last summer, Dr. Barbour-Payne also served as
Dramaturge and Co-Director of Yes, And Maine's
“Rest is Medicine” a performance activation at
Lewiston Arts Gallery, in collaboration with the
Bates Dance Festival and local Maine community
members—organizers, artists, teachers, culture
bearers, and conveners—who shared visions of
belonging, joy, and resilience.  

This Maine iteration featured an art installation by
Vicki Meek and emerged from discussions with local
residents.

photo by Jovan Landry

As a part of the city of Boston's celebration of the
250th anniversary of the Declaration of
Independence, Associate Professor AB Brown
staged their performance, a haunted botany, at
Harvard University's Arnold Arboretum. 

Through embodied ritual, a haunted botany calls
forth Eastern White Pine’s pasts, which continue to
shape American identity and its undoing.
Interrogating the colonial history of various plant
species, a haunted botany brings the archive to life,
revealing how imperial ambition and resistance took
root not just in founding documents, but also in soil,
timber, and breath. a haunted botany urges
audiences to reckon with the memories and histories
of the US. What can a tree remember? In the shadow
of old rebellions, as our climate shifts and the past
fractures our present, how do we summon new
futures? 

photo by Keri Herer

Last June, Senior Lecturer Tovah Close attended
the National Alliance of Acting Teachers’ Teacher
Development Program at the Juilliard School in
NYC, a rigorous two-week intensive bringing
together acting professors and teachers from around
the country. The program included classes in scene
study, mask, games, on-camera, and movement. It
was an inspirational and transformative experience! 

photo by Jane McPherson

Close also led a workshop in August for a cohort of
central VA theatre instructors called Practice as
Pedagogy, bringing some of her favorite exercises
and classroom practices from the Teacher
Development Program to colleagues in
Charlottesville. 

Operations and Production manager Shawanna Hall has been working as
production stage manager of Atlas Partnerships' production of the musical,
Gabriel, by Jerold Solomon, Foster Solomon, and Ron Klipp. Originally
developed and produced at Firehouse Theatre in Fall 2022, the project was
awarded a grant early in its development from the National Endowment for
the Arts. Its run at the Firehouse sold out, and the show received the Best
New Work Award from the Richmond Theatre Community Circle in 2023. 

The premiere of the newly revised script and score had its debut at historic
Hanover Tavern in September 2025, as part of Chamberlayne Actors Theatre’s
2025-26 Season. Atlas Partnership worked to include performances for
students attending Greater Richmond, Tri-Cities, and Greater Hampton Roads
public schools, providing opportunities for students to benefit from this
powerful and pivotal piece of Virginia history.

The production experienced such success and demand that the fall run was
extended  by a week and a limited run was added at the Perkinson Center
in January 2026. 
Get more information and tickets for the upcoming limited run.
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Associate Professor Mona Kasra designed projections for two
productions highlighted in the 2025 Contemporary American
Theater Festival at 
Shepherd University — the world premiere of Side Effects May
Include, by Lisa Loomer, and Did My Grandfather Kill My
Grandfather?, by Cody LeRoy Wilson, both powerful plays
illustrating aspects of the respective playwrights' own experiences. 

Side Effects May Include portrays Loomer's search for a correct
diagnosis of her son's rare, debilitating condition: akathisia. The
disorder is a neuropsychiatric syndrome and movement disorder,
described within the script as "living in a scream." Illustrating the
painful journey mother and son endured, Loomer's work examines
the proliferation of psychiatric medications and asks when are we
medicating life itself? What is “normal”? Who determines that
dividing line?

Did My Grandfather Kill My Grandfather? is an autobiographical
solo performance written and performed by Wilson, the first West
Virginia–born playwright to premiere a work at CATF. The play
explores identity, race, and inheritance through the lens of the
playwright's Asian-American upbringing in West Virginia, brought to
WV because of his mother’s adoption by an American soldier in
Vietnam during the war. This dual heritage is both a source of pride
and tension as Wilson attempts to reconcile his two identities. Might
his two grandfathers have crossed paths in Vietnam? And what does
it mean to be a descendant of soldiers on different sides of the same
conflict?

photos by Seth Freeman

Reviews of both productions highlight that "Mona Kasra’s projections
form an important part of the storytelling... [they] add a depth that
transcends," "introducing family members known and unknown," and
"suggesting that, yes, there is something else beyond the seeable
horizon."

Since its founding in 1991, CATF has produced over 153 new plays,
including 72 world premieres and 11 commissions. Plays produced at
CATF have gone on to have robust lives, including regional productions,
Broadway and Off-Broadway productions, and film adaptations. CATF
also brings multiple UVA Drama community members together to
create off Grounds: Associate Professor Theresa M. Davis as Associate
Artistic Director (currently on sabbatical from this role), Alum
Priyanka Shetty as Assistant Artistic Director and Director of
Education, and recent grad Meixin Yu joined the 2025 festival as a
Media/Projections Assistant. Read more in this feature article from
American Theater Magazine!

In the fall, Associate Professor Kasra also designed projections for The
American Five, by Chess Jakobs at Ford's Theatre in Washington, D.C. 

Depicting the behind-the-scenes collaboration and organization that led to the
1962 March on Washington -- an event culminating in Martin Luther King Jr.'s
iconic "I Have a Dream" speech -- Jakobs' play brings the urgency of collective
action vividly to life. The work invites audiences to feel the momentum,
courage, and alliance of effort that made the movement possible. In doing so,
the performance becomes an act of activism itself, stirring connection, resolve,
and renewed belief in the power of people coming together to demand justice
and change.

DC Theatre Arts' review highlighted the grounding force of a replica pillar from
the Lincoln Memorial as part of the set design coupled with the projections
such that "history looms over the stage in a panoply of period photos and
protest posters from the March. Mona Kasra’s astonishing documentary
projection designs will continue to set and inform the scene as the time
shifts between 1952 and 1963."

photos by Scott Suchman

Professor and Chair R. Lee Kennedy stepped away briefly from Drama
academic duties to design the lighting for the off-Broadway revival of
William Inge's Bus Stop, with long-time Transport Group collaborators
Jack Cummings III (GSAS ’96), Peiyi Wong, and Mariko Ohigashi, in a
joint production between Transport Group, National Asian American
Theatre Company, and Classic Stage Company.

Featuring an all Asian-American cast, this production marked the
culmination of Transport Group’s decades-long exploration of Inge’s
work—making it the only theatre company in New York to have staged
all of Inge's major plays. Lee also designed the lighting for each of
these landmark productions: the OBIE-winning The Dark at the Top of
the Stairs (2007), Picnic (2017), Come Back, Little Sheba (2017), and
Requiem for William (2003), a collection of seven of Inge’s short plays.

photo by Carol Rosegg
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In the summer and fall of 2025, Assistant Professor of Scenic
Design, Ant Ma, undertook the scenic design for two productions
at PlayMakers Repertory Company: The Royale and The
Wolves. With each design, she masterfully transformed a theatre
space into the setting of a sporting event!

At the dawn of the 20th century, boxer Jack Johnson dominated his
sport while also confronting the rigid racism of his time. As the first
Black heavyweight champion, his success ignited national debates
about race, power, and who was allowed to win in America. The
Royale by Marco Ramirez reimagines this history through Jay “The
Sport” Jackson, a fictionalized version of Jackson, to highlight the
stakes of a Black fighter determined to face the white heavyweight
champion during the Jim Crow era.

The Wolves offered a bracing, deeply human portrait of adolescence,
teamwork, and identity. Told through the lens of a series of pre-game
warmups for a girls’ high school indoor soccer team, the play unfolds
on the field through overlapping conversations that are funny, raw,
and quietly revealing—capturing how young women process the world
and one another in real time. 

Reviews of each production highlight Ma's work creating in each case
a "beautifully designed set... evocative, transforming the theatre,"
which "created the illusion that we (the audience) are right there on
the sidelines."

photos by HuthPhoto

Assistant Professor Katie Baer Schetlick helped
bring to life a collective project, phytoturgies,
installed at Morven Sustainability Lab.

phytoturgies is a project by nonhumanities (Katie
Schetlick, Anna Hogg, and Conrad Cheung, in
consultation with Anik Sparrman) that combines
installation, performance, and video to activate and
reimagine public relationships to the plant life of
Morven Sustainability Lab, a vast landscape of
unceded Monacan land developed into a slave
plantation at the turn of the 19th century. Recycling
materials of a past project series, point to touch,
phytoturgies centers on overlooked yet ecologically
essential plant life that constitute the majority of
Morven’s landscape.

Accompanied by a video that acts both as invitation
into phytophilic logics and as partial score,
performances led the public from the institutional
core of Morven's main house and formal gardens to
its disused former entryway, spaces that trace both
colonial logics of arrival and contemporary efforts
at sustainability. Multisensory engagements
unfolded along the route: guided walks,
propagation practices, and embodied acts that ask
participants to linger, hold, kneel, and gather.
phytoturgies embraces proximity as a precondition
for interspecies understanding — being in the space
of, and so becoming with, another.

photos courtesy of Conrad Cheung and Anna Hogg
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UVA Drama alumna Mary Logan Hall (class of 2025) just finished a turn as the
Taxi Driver in Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown. 

You may have seen Hall on our stages in Everybody (UVA Drama Fall 2023) or Little
Shop of Horrors (VTF 2024), and she will return to the Drama Building this spring as
part of our spring musical Natasha, Pierre, and the Great Comet of 1812.

Hall is also a talented writer; several of her short plays and films were selected to
be part of the Drama Department's New Works and Overcranked, and her full-length
play I Am my Mother's Daughter was produced as the Virginia Players' Lab Series
selection last Spring. 

UVA Drama Alumna Chloe Rogers (Class of 2023), continues to be a very active
part of Charlottesville theatre! 

Most recently, she's been seen in A Christams Carol (American Shakespeare
Company), Into the Woods (Virginia Theatre Festival), and A First Look (Venture
Stage Company). She is also encouraging the next generation of creatives through
her role as Office Manager and YAS! Logistics for DMR Adventures.

A Charlottesville native, we are so grateful that Rogers continues to be a part of our
local and regional community!

Following its successful premiere in Washington D.C. last spring,
#CHARLOTTESVILLE, written and performed by alumna Priyanka Shetty (MFA in
Acting, 2019), was awarded the prestigious Scotsman Fringe First Award for
outstanding new writing at the 2025 festival!

#CHARLOTTESVILLE chronicles the tragic events of August 11th and 12th, 2017,
when white supremacists gathered in Charlottesville, Virginia, for the "Unite the
Right" rally on the pretext of expressing outrage against the removal of the
confederate monument of Robert E. Lee, leading to a violent clash with counter-
protesters. Constructed verbatim from interviews with over a hundred local
residents, court transcripts from the civil trial, and news reports, this piece
unpacks the complex issues surrounding race and identity in modern-day America
while drawing parallels to the rise of nationalism and racial division in other parts
of the world. 

The Scotsman Fringe First awards, established by the newspaper in 1973, are the
longest-running and most prestigious theatre awards at the Edinburgh Festival
Fringe. They represent the highest and most coveted honor at the Edinburgh
Festival Fringe. Past recipients include comedy legends Billy Connolly and Rowan
Atkinson, Stephen Fry, and Phoebe Waller-Bridge, who won for Fleabag in 2013.
Actress Miriam Margolyes presented the award to Shetty.

The production had a sold-out month-long run at the Edinburgh Fringe,
ultimately adding six extra performances to meet overwhelming public demand. 

The production received rave reviews, with both The Scotsman and The
Guardian awarding it four stars. Mark Fisher's review in The Guardian called it
"an urgent verbatim show about the rise of the alt-right," and praised Shetty's
ability to "snap from voice to voice to create a rich vision of the social fabric
torn by the 2017 Unite the Right rally."

The play also garnered significant attention from lifestyle and culture
publications, with Vogue listing #CHARLOTTESVILLE was one of the "10
Standout Acts at the 2025 Edinburgh Festival Fringe," and TimeOut included it
in their "Best Theatre Shows to See at Edinburgh Fringe and Edinburgh
International Festival 2025."

photo by Murdo MacLeod/The
Guardian
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Natasha, Pierre, and the
Great Comet of 1812

by Dave Malloy
Spring 2026 in the Ruth Caplin Theatre

From the celebrated and award-winning composer Dave 
Malloy comes Natasha, Pierre & The Great Comet of 

1812, an electropop opera based on a scandalous slice 
of Leo Tolstoy’s War and Peace. Young and impulsive, 

Natasha Rostova arrives in Moscow to await the return of 
her fiancé from the front lines. When she falls under the 
spell of the roguish Anatole, it is up to Pierre, a family 

friend in the middle of an existential crisis, to pick up the 
pieces of her shattered reputation. This award-winning 
musical expands the possibilities for the genre with its 

daring score and bold storytelling. Spring Dance Concert
Kim Brooks Mata, Producer and Artistic Director

April 2026, in the Ruth Caplin Theatre
Our dance concerts invite audiences to step into a 

multitude of worlds and narratives crafted through the 
moving body. Each performance showcases new 

works where students, faculty, and guest artists delve 
deeply into the creative process of choreography, 

building diverse worlds that reflect their unique 
perspectives and artistic journeys. Through both live 

and screendance works, these concerts present a rich 
tapestry of styles and viewpoints, creating evenings of 
engaging, evocative, and eclectic performances that 
invite everyone—whether you're new to dance or a 
longtime fan—to discover something unexpected.

From UVA Department of Drama  |  View in browser

Have updates to share for our next issue? Email us at dra-ma@virginia.edu.

Miller Arts Scholars Award Recipients
The J. Sanford Miller Arts Scholars Program is a vibrant, interdisciplinary community of exceptional
undergraduate artists and creative scholars in the College of Arts and Sciences at the University of
Virginia, with a mission to foster artistic growth through making, learning, collaboration, dialogue, and
mentorship while strengthening bonds between students and faculty. 

Program admission is competitive and application-based, and Miller Arts Scholars gain unparalleled
access to resources and mentorship, while building lasting relationships, refining their skills, and
preparing for meaningful futures in the arts. Our Arts Scholars are researchers, creators, interpreters,
collaborators, and advocates actively engaged in the arts within the College of Arts and Sciences at the
University of Virginia and beyond.

Learn more about the Miller Arts Scholars Program

The below Miller Arts Scholars in Drama and Dance received awards in support
of creative research projects that took place over the summer and into this

academic year:

Spotlight: The Historic Clothing Collection

Erin Edgerton, University of Virginia Communications

The Historic Clothing Collection has received the Arts Enhancement Grant, thanks to
collaborators Marcy Linton, Associate Professor of Costume Technology and Collection
Manager; M. Jordan Love, Carol R. Angle academic curator and co-interim director at The
Fralin Museum of Art; and the student interns from the 2025-2026 University Museum
Internship class, to support Worn Stories. The Arts Enhancement Grant is supported by UVA
Arts & the Office of the Provost & Vice Provost for the Arts.

The funding will provide essential equipment and materials to safely and effectively curate
the exhibition, advance the HCC’s educational mission, and expand access to a broader
audience.

This investment also establishes the foundation for a sustainable exhibition program with
future rotations and evolving student-curated projects. Worn Stories will mark not just a
single event, but the beginning of a long-term initiative highlighting the HCC’s remarkable
textile holdings.

This fall, students in Bonnie M. Hagerman’s course WGS 4500: Fashion, Freedom, and
American Feminism will partner with Marcy Linton and the Historic Clothing Collection
(HCC) to bring history to life through clothing. For their final projects, students will
research garments from the HCC that connect to course themes and share their discoveries
in a public event at the end of the semester. All are invited to attend and see how students
use fashion to explore the history of gender and clothing in the United States.

Marcy Linton was also awarded the 2025–2026 Institute for Advanced Technologies in
the Humanities (IATH) Associate Fellowship for The Historic Clothing Collection Project:

The IATH Associate Fellowship will support the digitization and cataloging of thousands of
items from the Historic Clothing Collection (HCC). The project will further develop a
training workflow to ensure quality control of captured data, raise the HCC’s visibility, and
provide a platform for students and community members to engage with this unique
resource. Guidance on accessibility, dissemination, and long-term preservation will be
central to the fellowship’s work.

The spookier side of the Historic Clothing Collection was also featured in this October UVA Today article, 
"Killer Outfits, UVA Collection Spotlights Deadly Designs Throughout History" by Alice Berry

photo by Lathan Goumas

Department & Student Updates

New Faculty & Staff

Faculty & Staff Updates

Faculty & Staff Updates (Continued)

Faculty & Staff Updates (Continued)

In addition to his UVA Drama design work this fall, Lighting Designer and Technologist Steven Spera added
a turn as Lighting Designer for the New Dance Festival 2025 at JMU School of Theatre and Dance. The
showcase combined the artistry and talents of students and faculty with the work of talented and
renowned guest artists.

This year's dance festival at JMU featured the work of guest artists DanceWorks Chicago, Conflux Dance
Theater, as well as internationally recognized choreographers including Joshua Manculich (DWC), Charissa
Lee Barton (DWC), Norbert De La Cruz (CDT), Stephanie Martinez (CDT), and CDT Artistic Director Miguel
Perez. 

Photos courtesy of JMU School of Theatre and Dance

Alumnae Updates

Have updates to share for our next issue? Email us at dra-ma@virginia.edu.

Semester in Photos: 
Fall Mainstage Productions 2025

Congratulations to the performers and creative teams in our fall 2025 productions!

Production Photos by Tom Daly

Production Photos by Tom Daly

Fall Development Productions 2025

Upcoming Spring 2026 Productions

MAINSTAGE

DEVELOPMENT STAGE:
Havivra

by Guest Artist in Residence and UVA Alumna Alexandra Déglise
with original music composed by Guest Artist in Residency Maher Beauroy

Feb 5-6, 2026, Ruth Caplin Theatre
A Caribbean-jazz tale in development about Havivra Da Ifrile, survivor of the1902 explosion of Mont Pelée.

New Works
Produced by Dave Dalton & Doug Grissom
February 19-21, 2026, in the Helms Theatre 

Featuring the work of UVA student playwrights and directors.

The Lifecycle of a Blackberry
Presented as part of Looking for Lilith Theatre Company Residency

March 13-14, 2026, Helms Theatre
Adapted from the short story collection of Crystal Wilkinson, "Blackberries, Blackberries"

AXIS Dance Company
Artists in Residence April 2026

Virginia Players Lab Series
Spring 2026, dates TBD Helms Theatre

Student-led shows selected by Virginia Players

Have updates to share for our next issue? Email us at dra-ma@virginia.edu.
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