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DIRECTOR’S NOTES
Naomi Iizuka is a puzzle. Born in Tokyo to a Latina American mother and a

Japanese father, she lived in Japan, Indonesia, Holland and the United States.
These vastly different pieces of history and culture collide within The Language of
Angels, resulting in a play with as many facets as Iizuka herself. She pairs the
familiar with the unknown – ancient and modern, East and West, love and loss –
and the resulting tensions pervade the play and engage its audience.
This play is not easy. Throughout several weeks of rehearsal we could

practically hear the light bulbs pop on – “Oh, now I get it, I think…” Iizuka
herself states, “My work is not safe writing. Sometimes it’s difficult, disturbing,
scary.” We agree and are thrilled by the challenge. Iizuka sets the structure of
Japanese Noh drama, with its ghostly presences and shifting time, against the
rural landscape of North Carolina, drawing tension between the mode of
storytelling and those telling the story. What surfaces is a beautifully poetic
Appalachian voice – a familiar voice of hardship, despair, and grief elegantly spun
into a centuries-old dramatic structure.
Each of the play’s three parts, separated by interludes – or “betweens”, as Iizuka

calls them – relates to the tragic disappearance of a young girl named Celie. In
the first part we learn of the circumstances surrounding her mysterious vanishing
from those who were with her on the fateful night. Part two introduces more of
Celie’s closest friends years after the event, while part three focuses on “the last
two standing.” This single event rips through the lives of Celie’s friends, and like
a stone cast in a stream, the ripples continue to affect them throughout time.
We invite you into the world of Naomi Iizuka. As a witness to this play you

are indeed the final piece to the puzzle.
Doreen Bechtol, Director
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