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CAST
Argan.......................................................................................R. Charles Wilkerson
Toinette............................................................................................Daria Okugawa
Angélique................................................................................Christian Greenwood
Béline ...................................................................................................Jemmy Chen
Bonnefoi.............................................................................................Richard Block
Cléante ................................................................................................Lance Lemon
Dr. Diafoirus ....................................................................................Danny Cackley
Thomas Diafoirus ...................................................................................Russ Hicks
Louise .......................................................................................................Ally Boate
Béralde/Polichinelle...............................................................................Alex Grubbs
Fleurant ............................................................................................Andrew Quilpa
Dr. Purgon.......................................................................................Jason Carpenter
Shepherdess.....................................................................................Jacquelyn Alazas
Zerbinetta .......................................................................................Emily Andrysick

SETTING: A private chamber in the home of Argan. Paris.
There will be one 15 minute intermission.

DIRECTOR’S NOTES
Le Malade Imaginaire, written by Molière (Jean-Baptiste Poquelin), was first per-

formed in Paris in 1673. Like other plays written by Molière, much of the humor in
The Imaginary Invalid is borrowed from the slapstick antics of the Italian Commedia
dell’Arte. Even the characters in the play are fashioned after commedia stock charac-
ter types such as young lovers, duped fathers, and brazen servants who, when finding
themselves in odd and awkward circumstances, choose bumbling, circuitous paths of
deceit and disguise to remedy the situation. Also like other Molière plays, The
Imaginary Invalid offers something to please and offend everyone—singing, dancing,
slapstick, bawdiness, wit, farce, and, of course, a smidge of scathing social and polit-
ical commentary.

This production of The Imaginary Invalid is a modern translation and adaptation
by James Magruder. What attracted me to this version of the play was its blending of
the traditional with the not-so-traditional. On the traditional side we find a pastoral
prologue, zany interludes, and a masque-like grand finale. On the non-traditional
side, Magruder invites us to take a fun-house view in that classical “mirror of nature”
when he juxtaposes seventeenth century and twenty-first century views of the med-
ical profession.  

In the original production, Molière himself played the title role. Ironically, he
took ill during the fourth performance of the play and died later that evening. That
fact aside, I would like to believe that Molière would agree, “laughter is the best med-
icine” and would join me in wishing you a fun evening at the theatre. Enjoy the show! 

Special thanks to Professor Chip Tucker for guiding us through our Latin.

Colleen Kelly, Director
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Jacquelyn Alazas (2nd Year English, Drama): King Lear (SOTL).
Michael Allen (MFA Scenic Design ‘93): Oklahoma! (Paper Mill Playhouse); Souvenir (Centre
Stage, Greeneville), Anything Goes, Me and My Girl and Grand Hotel , Henry V, Oleanna,
SubUrbia and Cloud 9. 
Emily Andrysick (3rd Year Drama)
Richard Block (4th Year Drama, Music): The Two Gentlemen of Verona, Oklahoma! (U.Va.
Drama); The Lion in Winter, Henry IV (SOTL). 
Ally Boate (2nd Year Drama): Sweeney Todd (FYP); King Lear (SOTL); Footloose (Live Arts).
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Colleen Kelly (American Shakespeare Center/Mary Baldwin College): The Two Gentlemen of
Verona (U.Va. Drama); Chicago, 1940’s Radio Hour, Titus Andronicus, Le Bourgeois
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